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What I Did During My Christmas Vacation 


While most of you out there were op- 
ening presents, getting drunk and enjoy- 
ing the winter wonderland that wasn’t, I 
was in here trying to figure out what the 
university has been saying to us and gen- 
erally frying my brains. 

The various ‘looking to the future’ re- 
ports present quite a problem: I mean, 
What do they say? 

Then it hit me on a warm winter’s day: 
they don’t say anything. That’s the key! 


Aardvark’s Angle 


So! sat down and wrote nothing back, 
22 pages worth. And the rector liked it so 
much, that he too wrote a lengthy docu- 
ment saying nothing about nothing and 
generally boring us to death. 

What a waste of paper. Or, to put it a 
different way, “For this, a forest in north- 
ern Ontario gave its life?” 


Why so much dribble from a university 
that has never produced anything on its 
future before? Is it trying to lull us to 
sleep? Can the people writing the reports 
really be as intelligent as the reports 


The Hall Building Gets a New 


By Paul Gott 

The Hall Building now has a new “quiet 
lounge”, in room H-651, for use by stu- 
dents and controlled by students through 
the Concordia Music Society (CMS). 

The CMS was organized last semes- 
ter, and recognized by CUSA’s Legisla- 
tive Council at its November meeting, to 
arrange and co-ordinate the conversion 
of room 651 from an under-used study 
area, to a quiet lounge (where students 
can still study). 

A major change instituted by the CMS 
is the reintroduction of music to the 
lounge. 

The music is provided by in-house DJs, 
from 10 am to 7 pm, using CRSG’s mo- 
bile disco, and will be softer than the 
radio station and at alow volume in order 
to give the room the proper atmosphere. 
Reggie’s giant screen will be moved down 
for TV viewing between one and four in 


the afternoon. 

“We don’t want the same thing as in the 
caf,” says Mary Gregoric, Director of 
Public Relations for the CMS, “We’re not 
competing with CRSG because we’re 
playing mellower music for a mellower 
atmosphere.” 

A poll circulated in December by the 
CMS on the sixth and seventh floors of 
the Hall Building showed considerable 
student support for a conversion of 651. 
According to Gregoric, 95 per cent of the 
350 students responding to the poll 
agreed “strongly” with the concept. 
Another poll, identical to the first, is going 
to be circulated before the end of term to 
guage students’ reactions to the ‘new’ 
651. 

“At first, the CMS just wanted to bea 
music appreciation society,” says Gre- 
goric, “But we gradually expanded as 
more ideas came up.” 


sound (not very)? All these and many 
more questions will be delved into by 
your lovable students’ association and 
reported in a special issue of Solecism 
coming any week now. 
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“Quiet” Lounge 


These ideas include getting new furni- 
ture (including soft couches) to comple- 
ment the tables and chairs already in the 
room, giving it a paint job, putting up 
posters or other wall decorations, and 
introducing a small coffee bar. 

At the present time, the only part of the 
plan which has been implemented is the 
introduction of music to the room, which 
is controlled jointly by CUSA and the 
Dean of Students Office. 

“The Dean of Students was supportive 
of the ideas of making 651 a more attrac- 
tive place for students,” says Terry Fen- 
wick, CUSA’s Internal Vice-President, 
“But he asked us to hold off on any major 
renovations— including the coffee bar.” 

The coffee bar is a further extension of 
the idea of making 651 an alternative to 
the cafeteria by expanding its use and 


(continued on page 4) 


INSIDE: CUSA Holds Province-Wide Conference 


CUSA Holds Province-Wide Student Conference 


By Pete Wheeland 


CUSA will be hosting a conference of 
all Quebec student associations from the 
20th to the 24th of January. 

This meeting is being held in an at- 
tempt to at least temporarily re-unify a 
movement which has become bogged 
down in personal, political and organiza- 
tional animosities since the late seven- 
ties. At present, there are four “national 
components” of the Quebec student 
movement and each of them has diffi- 
culty working with the others. And, even 
when you lump them all together, these 
groups represent less than half of Que- 
bec’s 80 student associations. 

Meanwhile, Quebec’s colleges and 
universities are facing the most serious 
crisis in the history of this province. Not 
since the Parent Commission of the late 
1960’s has such a massive “restructuriza- 
tion” of the school system been attemp- 
ted by any government. 

But the reforms being launched by the 
Parti Québécois government are not in- 


The Schedule... 
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tended, as the Parent reforms were, to 
improve the quality and accessibility of 
education—they are intended to make 
the education system more “cost- 
efficient”. As Concordia has already 
seen, cost-efficiency means higher stu- 
dent-teacher ratios, reduced course avail- 
ability, reduced library hours and ma- 
terials, closed courses and even closed 
programs. 

It seems that the government’s ulti- 
mate goal is to centralize so much of the 
financial and political power with itself 
that the university and college decision- 
making bodies will be nothing more than 
“plant managers”. 

And students will simply be the pro- 
ducts of these plants. 

Students must react to the “counter- 
reforms” of the Ministry of Education 
(MEQ) and must react with as much 
unity and strength that can be mustered, 
both within the university and within the 
student movement. 

Education Minister Camille Laurin re- 
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cently lamented the ‘silence’ of the stu- 
dent movement. Since he is obviously 
hard of hearing (Concordia students par- 
ticipated in no less than five protests last 
year), we must make our views known 
with as much clarity and forcefulness as 
we can. To do less is to accept our posi- 
tion as passive products of pedagogical 
production plants. 

As is typical of such massive reforms, 
the government chose to start picking on 
the weakest links in the system. The re- 
forms in the elementary and high school 
are almost completed and they have 
begun the groundwork for the restructur- 
ization of the CEGEPs. 

But they have found that there is a lot 
of resistance to the “Projet de Regle- 
ments des Etudes Collegial (PREC) on 
the part of both teachers and students. 
Consequently, their next move was to 
eliminate all the obstacles to the imple- 
mentation of PREC by unilaterally chang- 
ing the job security and teacher alloca- 
tion provisions in the teachers’ collective 


...10 Be or Not 


To Be: What a 
Silly Question 


The first division in the ranks of stu- 
dent associations has already surfaced: 
At a meeting held to plan the UCC Con- 
ference, the various groups involved 
couldn’t agree on an agenda, or even if an 
agenda should be set. The concensus of 
opinion was that setting a schedule would 
be “undemocratic”. 


As it stands right now, the conference 
will be one long plenary, which means 
that there will be 150 people in a room 
trying to agree with each other, arguing 
issues that might not interest most par- 
ties, and basically getting on each other’s 
nerves. 


The schedule proposed by CUSA, 
seen at left, will be presented at the open- 
ing plenary. (A Women’s Caucus, origi- 
nally proposed for the Thursday before 
the official opening plenary has already 
been forced to be dropped). 


The Schedule, therefore, might be 
drastically altered in its final form or not 
adopted at all by the delegates. One can 
only hope that the issue of scheduling 
does not take up the entire conference. 


agreements. As well, the role of both 
teachers and students in the decision- 
making process has been reduced in all 
departmental committies. 

The Government’s Bill 105, which al- 
lowed these changes, was such an ob- 
vious attack on the quality of education 
that John Abbott College’s Board of 
Governors joined with student and 
teacher associations in condemning the 
decree. 

Now the Ministry has begun an attack 
on the student associations. 

Under the guise of benevolent pater- 
nalism, they have decided they must pro- 
tect students from their own associa- 
tions. They want to propose a series of 
laws which will define the rights and re- 
sponsibilities of both student associa- 
tions and students. 

To be sure, their major focus is on 
“responsibilities”. The “rights” they want 
to give us are things we fought for and 
won years ago. They include such 
“rights” as liberty of opinion and expres- 
sion (which is already guaranteed in the 
Quebec Bill of Rights). 

The Quebec Government has also ac- 
cused student governments of not being 
representative of their students. They 
are therefore considering a set of laws 
which will govern the operations of stu- 
dent associations. Exactly what kind of 
criteria they want to establish is suspi- 
ciously vague. 

But the suggestions which have come 
forward so far, if applied to Concordia, 
could virtually stop all activities of CUSA. 
For example, there has been talk of a 
compulsory quorum of 20 per cent of the 
student population for all elections, gen- 
eral assemblies and referenda. Since 
rarely more than 10 per cent of Con- 
cordia students vote in CUSA elections, 
assemblies or referenda (despite exten- 
sive publicity), this would mean that 
CUSA would never be able to elect a 
Legislative Council, change the constitu- 
tion, etc. In other words, CUSA would, 
for all practical purposes, cease to exist. 

If the government looked at its own 
“representativity” and came up with a 
similar set of proposed guidelines, it too 
would cease to exist. 

The dangers posed by these moves by 
the government to the quality of educa- 
tion at Concordia, as well as CUSA’s 
ability to defend the rights of Concordia 
students, are very real and are coming 
very quickly. 

That is why CUSA, as well as many 
other student associations, considers 
this conference to be of paramount im- 
portance. We trust that the divisions 
which have so long kept Quebec’s stu- 
dent associations busy fighting each 
other can be put aside in the interests of 
those whom we are supposed to serve. 

It is time to put aside organizational 
and political jealousies and to build rather 
than destroy. We hope for YOUR sake 
that this will be possible. 


CUSA Takes the Middle Road 


Is the Concordia University Students’ Association (CUSA) a bunch of wild- 
eyed radicals, or is it full of blasé moderates? Both views exist—it all depends on 
who you’re talking to at the time. 

In Quebec, we fit the role of moderates: all we seem to do is concentrate on 
internal issues or wider issues that directly concern Concordia. We take no 
blatantly political stands on anything; we’re willing to deal with any group (on 
our terms) while supporting no outside political groups or issues not directly 
related to the university. (Hell, we won’t even recognize the Liberals or the PCs 
on campus. 

This is not the cup of tea of most student associations in the province. Most 
are politically active, some are politically alligned (if not in name, certainly in 
practice). They view CUSA’s refusal to get involved in non-student issues with 
little understanding, much frustration and perhaps just a little animosity. 

But in the wider scope of Canadian associations, we are a bunch of radicals. 
There seems to be little spirit for fighting even student-related issues on more 
than a theoretical basis in the other provinces, making the student associations 
little more than extensions of their student services departments. CUSA is as 
radical to them as other associations in Quebec are to CUSA. 

The sad fact is that the only reason that this double-identity exists is because 
there is absolutely no relations, formal or informal, between student associa- 
tions in Quebec and the rest of Canada. While there is a national student 
body—the Canadian Federation of Students (CFS)—it represents students of 
nine provinces, not Quebec. 

Even worse is the fact that the student movement in Quebec itself is badly 
splintered: We have four ‘province-wide’ associations that profess to represent 
the views of students, but none of which contain a significant enough number of 
student associations to fulfill this promise. And none seem to fit Concordia’s 
needs very well: We can’t even get the documents in the group to which we are 
presently affiliated translated into English. 

Looking at the various provincial and national groups is enough to make one 
want to give up in despair and blow off any alliance altogether. But CUSA is (or 
likes to think of itself as) a primarily academic-oriented association. As such, it 
must be able to deal with province-wide issues, and the provincial government 
has told us many times that we don’t want to deal with every student group in 
the province, but a representative alliance. 

But what is a ‘representative’ alliance? 

Right now, the student group that is lboked upon with most favour by the 
government is RAEU (to which CUSA currently belongs). But RAEU has often 
been accused of being a politically-dominated student wing of the Parti Québé- 
cois. This would certainly explain why it is looked upon favourably by the 
government and why CUSA is currently reviewing its relationship with RAEU. 

And so (finally) the Unified Co-Ordinating Committee (UCC) conference. 

CUSA is hosting this meeting of all the student groups and alliances in the 
province in the hope that a concensus can be reached or a new structure 
suggested for a truly representative province-wide group. 

A prerequisite of this, and an issue for which CUSA will be fighting, is that 
such an organization be non-political. On a strictly student-issue level, associa- 
tions have no problem agreeing: no-one wants cutbacks, no-one likes the 
differential fee hikes, everyone wants more rights and recognition of student 
groups, etc., etc., etc. But once one enters the murky waters of politics, 
divisions soon form, and that is what has created the situation we now find 
ourselves in. 

In the short run, nothing is likely to emerge from this conference: the divisions 
will remain. Even less likely is that CUSA would get any concensus recognizing 
Concordia’s specific issues and problems as an English language institution ina 
francophone-dominated province (and government). 

The conference may not even head in the direction of unity that it is supposed 
to and may get sidetracked on side issues. It is something that CUSA fears, is 
fighting against, but may occur nonetheless. 

But in the long run, this conference may be looked back on as the start of a 
unified student movement. This is what it hopes to be: The beginning of a 
dialogue (multilogue?) between the differing groups in the province. Just getting 
them in the same room talking, or arguing together, is an accomplishment in 
itself. 


Don’t hold your breath, but rumour 
has it that Quebec City might make a 
decision on whether to fund our fam- 
ous new library by the end of the 
month. Does this mean that all the 
professors on the various library 
committees can go back to teaching 
classes? 


Those of you traversing the fifth floor 
of the Hall Building may have noticed 
that the Commerce ‘Blue Booth’ 
turned red over the Christmas vaca- 
tion. It was also covered with anti- 
Commerce slogans; “We are com- 
mies and ashamed”, “Down with free 
enterprise” and “It’s not who you 
know, it’s who you blow” are just a 
few. No-one is talking, but suspicion 
of this dastardly deed naturally falls on 
the Engineers who (allegedly) just re- 
turned the Blue Booth to the Com- 
merce Students’ Association after (al- 
legedly) stealing it twice last semester. 


And what about the idea of turning the 
Royal George apartment building 
(owned by the university) into a resi- 
dence for downtown students... . 
Should we mention it to the university 
planners who have already targeted 
the building for demolition so they can 
build their brand new library? More to 


NAMES IN THE 


UNIVERSITY 


the point, would they kill us for sug- 
gesting it or commit suicide first? 


With its own unique response to the 
home-video explosion, CUSA is cur- 
rently planning to video-tape a session 
of university senate this semester in 
co-operation with CUTV. Now all 
those things you’ve always wanted to 
know about senate will finally be re- 
vealed: Do the students ever turn up? 
Do senators make more decisions 
than paper airplanes or vice-versa? 
Do they get free coffee? and Does the 
Rector pick his nose? 

Concordia’s ‘Capital Campaign’ offi- 
cially kicks off in March. To honor this 
occasion, the university has agreed 
not to raise tuition as long as every 
student donates $1,000, half their 
government loan, and a pint of blood 
to Concordia’s future. 


SPECIAL MESSAGE TO THE CAN- 
ADIAN FEDERATION OF STU- 
DENTS (CFS) DELEGATE TO THE 
UPCOMING CONFERENCE: Don’t 
worry. Our External VP has forgiven 
the CFS for giving her food poisoning 
at the last conference in Victoria. She 
holds no grudges. There is no truth to 
the rumour that she has been seen 
stalking the corridors with a bottle of 
Tylenol in her hands. 


New Lounge For Hall Building 


(continued from page 1) 


making it a quieter version of Loyola’s 
Guadagni Lounge. 

During the planning stages of 651’s 
conversion, it was feared that the CMS 
would face the same opposition from the 
Economics Department that CRSG faced 
a year and a half ago. Economics is situ- 
ated on the other side of one of 651’s 
walls, and the department’s secretaries 
objected to the “noise” from the lounge. 
These objections resulted in the eviction 
of the radio from the room by the univer- 
sity administration. 


It was hoped that this could have been 
avoided by having constant supervision 
of the music volume by the CMS, accord- 
ing to Fenwick. 

However, it took only three and a half 
minutes of music on the first morning 
(the length of the first song) for a com- 
plaint to be lodged with CUSA. Another 
complaint is being registered with the 
administration and, unless our wonderful 
administrators (acting in our best inter- 
ests) have wizened-up or mellowed-out in 
their old age, the future of our newest and 
most promising lounge downtown is in 
serious jeopardy. 


““Fame’ is ablaze with energy, freshness, vitality, 
youth and talent. A bold venture dazzling in its 
display of song and dance.” 


a 


Free movies are presented by the CUSA Programming office on the Sir George 
campus every Thursday afternoon at 2:30 in room H-110 (the Hall Building). 
These movies are open to all Concordia students. Following is a list of this semes- 


ter’s presentations: 


And Justice For All 
All That Jazz 
Midnight Express 
Quest For Fire 


Rocky Horror Picture Show. . 


2001: A Space Odyssey 
Seven Year Itch 
The Wall 


January 13 
January 20 
January 27 


February 3 


February 10 
February 17 


